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Greetings Everyone and Happy New 

Year! 

I am hoping you had a great holiday 

season filled with fun and family. We are 

turning the page on 2011 with 2012 coming 

on with a roar. I would like to take a moment 

to reflect on 2011 and the events shaping 

the Italian Club of Seattle. The 2011 Crab 

Feed was a success with the watchful man-

agement of Anna Popovich and countless 

volunteers making our crab feed the classi-

est in town. Marty Nigrelle did his usual 

great job with the Italian Community Herit-

age Night with the Seattle Mariners.  Every 

member can be proud of our continued fi-

nancial and volunteering efforts to Festa 

Italiana keeping the Northwestôs largest cul-

tural festival alive. We can also feel good 

about the scholarships and community sup-

port we give to the 

Northwest Kidney 

fund. I was im-

pressed with the 

quality of events 

that the club spon-

sored from the Childrenôs Halloween party 

(thanks Andrea Patrone), the Childrenôs 

Christmas Party (excellent  Tom and 

Nancy Grossi) and the Adultôs Christmas 

Party (very well done Joanne Spino Mar-

chese.)  

We also had a nice Italian Club Offic-

ers Dinner at Buca Di Beppoôs. As I 

looked around the room I realized how 

lucky I was to have all this talent and ex-

perience to help contribute and deliver 
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PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 

 

MONTE MARCHETTI 

Thursday,  
January 12th,  

 
Mount Virgin Church Hall 

 

Dinner ($10) @ 6:30PM 
 

Progressive prize é $75 

GENERAL  
MEETING  
& DINNER 

ALL YOU CAN 

EAT 

CRAB FEED 
Saturday, February 

18thð6:30pm 
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LA RUSTICA  
BRINGS  

NORTHERN ITALY 
TO THE  

NORTHWEST 

Hidden away in the 

residential area of Beach 

Drive in West Seattle lies 

family owned and operat-

ed Italian restaurant, La 

Rustica. Having been 

around for more than 10 

years, La Rustica serves 

the cuisine of Northern 

Italy in a cozy setting rem-

iniscent of the smaller 

caf¯s in Italy.   

While they do not take 

reservations for parties 

under six, they make the 

wait not only worth it, but 

also part of the experi-

ence.  The cave-like wait-

ing area in the back has a 

separate bar for you to 

order delicious cocktails 

and wine as you wait to 

be seated. 

Once inside, you are 

served freshly baked fo-

caccia while you make 

your menu selection.  It is 

almost impossible not to 

fill up before you are 

served your generous 

sized meal.  Their fresh 

mouthwatering menu in-

cludes dishes like sau-

sage saffron risotto, 
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TRUSTEE 

MEETING 

Thursday, 

January 5th 
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il Ficcanaso 
Official Bulletin of the Italian Club of Seattle 
Established April 26, 1920 
www.italianclubofseattle.org 
 
Editor: 
Nick Grossi  (425) 454-5575 

nickagrossi@gmail.com 
 
Italian Club Officers for 2012 

President: 
Monte Marchetti (425) 591-5541 

 
Vice President: 
Martin Nigrelle (206) 310-7689 

 
Secretary: 
Dennis Caldirola (206) 282-0627 

 
Treasurer: 
Joe Galluccio (206) 275-4688 

 
Ex Officio: 
Anna Popovich (206) 453-4002 

 
Trustees 

Tom Grossi  (425) 557-0071 
Michael Lazzaretti  (206) 280-6691 
Ron Alia  (206) 679-0791 
Diana Lafornara  (425) 827-4728 
Barbara Peretti  (206) 723-3614 
 
Sergeant at Arms:  Ron Roletto 

 

Committee Chairs 

Membership ......................... Martin Nigrelle 

Day at the Races ................. Joe Galluccio 

Mariner Baseball Night ......... Martin Nigrelle 

Picnic ................................... Ron Roletto 

Halloween Party ................... Andrea Petrone 

Adult Christmas Party .......... Joanne Marchese 

Childrenôs Christmas Party Tom & Nancy          

 Grossi 

Bylaws ................................. Barbara Peretti 

Luncheons ........................... Carolyn Jackson 

Scholarship .......................... Martin Nigrelle 

Miss Italian Club .................. Barri Grossi 

Health .................................. Carolyn Jackson 

Parliamentarian .................... Lou Cella 

Golf Tournament .................. Brian DiJulio 

Crab Dinner ......................... Anna Popovich 

Day at the Casino ................ Michael Lazzaretti 

PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE (cont.) 

experiences to every one of you. Special thanks go out to Nick 

and Ginny Grossi for helping me re-invent the IL Ficcanaso, my 

daughter, Angela Powell for her artistic touch re-designing the 

newsletter and Diana and Phil Lafornara for hosting our web site 

and editing both the newsletter and the web site. Our financial pic-

ture looks good thanks to Joe and Barb Galluccioôs sound finan-

cial strategy and support adding value while containing expenses.  

In 2012, I would like to continue the same journey delivering 

value and peak experiences for our members enjoyment. The 

meetings seem to get more fun every month. The food is really 

good and we can expect the great quality to continue. Membership 

is growing with many new younger members full of ideas and 

seeking ways to volunteer and help. That is good news to me as 

one of my big hopes is that we can complete our email lists for all 

members and deliver the newsletter electronically to everyone in 

living color. I would like to have everyone forward the newsletter to 

at least five friends and share the news and events the club is of-

fering. This will help us build our network of people who want to 

join in the fun and come celebrate with us. I have several more 

people who are ready to join and all it takes is an invitation.  Look-

ing forward I expect to have lots of fun and memories with all of 

you,  

I want to thank everyone for helping and making this club a 

warm social experience. If you want to get more out of the club in 

2012 all you have to do is come join us, I promise you the more 

you put in the more you will get out. God Bless You All in 2012.  

     --Monte Marchetti 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀƎŜ мύ 

homemade gnocchi, 

fresh sauces and pasta, 

and the cioppino allo zaf-

ferano, which is wonder-

ful dipped in their focac-

cia bread.  Did I mention 

the focaccia bread? 

All in all, a must try 

for Italian Enthusiasts in 

the Seattle Area.  

Quick tip however, 

get there early! 

ό/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀƎŜ мύ 

LA RUSTICA (cont.) 

4100 Beach Drive SW Seattle, WA 98116  
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2012 MEMBERSHIP 

At present, the Italian Club of Se-
attle has a current roster of 253 mem-
bers. This includes 111 members who 
have paid their dues for 2012 (thank 
you!) and three new applicants to be 
voted on at the next meeting. It also 
includes a member whose dues state-
ments and newsletters have come back "forwarding ad-
dress unknown" and for whom we have no current 
phone number or email address. At last report, this 
member was in Canada but we will continue to attempt 
to contact him until April 15, 2012. 

Since 1989, members who have attained Life Mem-
bership pay 1/2 dues or $25. To qualify, you must be 
over 70 years of age and have been a member for 35 
years. Our records show that out of 255 members, 46 
currently have Life Membership status. For example, 
member Bruce Biesold recently discovered that he has 
been eligible to be a Life Member for over a year now, so 
you think you qualify, call the Italian Club office at (206) 
282-0627 and have that information verified. 

If you plan to attend the January meeting, you can 
save yourself and the Club 44Â each by paying your 
dues in person and having your membership card issued 
immediately. 

DENNIS CALDIROLA  

DENNIS CALDIROLA 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

The Italian Club received the follow-
ing applications for membership and 
they will be presented to the members at the Jan-
uary meeting.  
 
Mary Kaye LaRussa 
1 West Highland Dr.  #10 

Seattle, WA  98119 

She was born in Seattle and is a retired nurse.  Her 
husband is Robert Houk and they have two children, 
Nathanial and Anna.  Her paternal parents are from 
Sicily and her maternal grandmother is from 
Callabria. 

Sponsors are Monte Marchetti and Phil Segadelli.  
 
Robert Houk 
1 West Highland Dr.  #10 

Seattle, WA   98119 

He is a Physician Assistant as a PAC at Group 
Health Hospital in Bellevue. His wife is Mary Kaye 
LaRussa and they have two children. 

He is sponsored by Monte Marchetti and Phil 
Segadelli. 
 

Angelina G. Dahlgren 
6206 - 121st St. East 

Puyallup. WA  98373 

Born in San Jose, CA.  She is a Real Estate broker 
for Coldwell Banker.  Her children are Matt 3, Mac-
kenzie 6, Anastasia 12 and Hannah 15.  

Sponsors are Marie Dahlgren and Ron Alia. 

 

Matthew Dahlgren 
6206 - 121st St. East 
Puyallup,  WA   98373 

He is a self-employed printer. His wife is Angelina 
and they have four children. 

Sponsors are Marie Dahlgren and Ron Alia. 

 

The following applications for membership were ac-
cepted by the members of the Italian Club at the De-
cember meeting----Deana Schular, Elizabeth Ann 

Muniz and Donna Marie Ingram. 

 

WELCOME TO THE  ITALIAN CLUB!  

BY MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN MARTY NIGRELLE 

ELECTION OF NEW OFFICERS 
FOR 2012 
DOROTHY WHITNEY CHAIRWOMAN 
 
Initiation of our new officers will take place at our regular meet-
ing on the 12

th
 of January 2012. 

 
Below please find the slate of new officers for the year of 2012: 
  
Presidentð Monte Marchetti 
Vice Presidentð Marty Nigrelle 
Secretaryð Dennis Caldirola 
Treasurerð Joe Galluccio 
Trusteesð Audrey Manzanares 
      Rod Warczak 
      Tom Grossi 
 
Trustees returning for their second year are: 
    Ron Alia 
  Barbara Peretti 
 
Past Presidentð Anna Popovich, Ex-officio 
  
Congratulations to all the above. 
  
A special thank you Michael Kaczor and Brian DiJulio for serving on 
the nominating committee. 
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Once again, our Christmas party held at the Embassy 

Suites was a very enjoyable event. The room was decorated in a 

festive Christmas fashion.  

A social/cocktail hour started off the evening ï as well as 

being entertained with music by one of our members Tony 

LaStella. 

A complete dinner followed with choices of prime rib, salm-

on or chicken and a delicious dessert. Our president, Monte 

Marchetti, added extra flavor to our dinner fare by having com-

plimentary wine tickets passed out to each guest. 

There were loud bells ringing in the distance ï and then a 

most welcome visit from Santa (Jolly St. Nick). Many of us sat on 

his lap with our wish lists ï and had pictures taken. Santa said 

he was going to be very busy this Christmas season, but would 

do his best for us ï as he drove out of sight with his sleigh and 

reindeer! 

Everyone received a ticket for our drawing ï for which we 

had many many wonderful items. Thank you to Ray and Caro-

line Petre and Jerry and Judy Lewis for your donation to the 

drawing. 

A huge thank you to Nick Grossi for the Christmas flyer in 

ñil Ficcanasoò, to Ray and Caroline Petre and Diana Kaczor for 

helping to set-up; to Dorothy Whitney and Barbara Peretti  for 

checking everyone in; to Monte Marchetti and Carolyn Jack-

son for offering grace before our meal; to Tony LaStella for 

providing entertainment; to Santa/Jim Decaro (my nephew-in-

law); and to Gianna Marchese (my granddaughter) and Audrey 

Manzanares, Santaôs elves. And, thank you to all who attended 

and made this such an enjoyable event. 

Happy New Year wishes with a wealth of happiness, good 

health, peace and blessings to all in 2012. 

ANNUAL ADULT HOLIDAZE PARTY 

CHILDRENôS CHRISTMAS PARTY 
The Italian Christmas Party for the children this year 

was full of frivolity and mirth! Hosted by Tom and Nancy 

Grossi in the same great location went on without a hitch. 

There were 20 children and 45 adults in attendance.  

The food catered by Judy Lewis and her catering 

company ñCelebrations Catering, was delicious as always 

with the event opening up with yummy cinnamon rolls, 

coffee and juice for the children.  

The Puppet show, provided by the Zinzanni Broth-

ers, was fun and hilarious. With a rousing chorus of 

ñSanta Claus is Coming to Townò, Santa entered with jin-

gle bells and gifts in hand! 

Everyone departed the event with happy children 

clutching their gifts and wishing each other a Merry Christ-

mas. Donôt miss out on this party next year it was a world 

of fun! 

JOANNE SPINO MARCHESE 


